[Clinical significance of ascites on preoperative MDCT in patients with advanced gastric cancer].
In advanced gastric cancer patients, preoperative multi detector row computed tomography (MDCT) often reveals abnormal ascites, which can indicate the possibility of peritoneal metastasis. The aim of this study was to clarify the clinical significance of preoperative ascites revealed by MDCT in gastric cancer patients. The study included a total of 183 advanced gastric cancer patients who underwent consecutive surgical procedures from February 2008 to November 2011. The results indicate that the presence of ascites on MDCT is significantly correlated with peritoneal metastasis (p<.005), pathological T4 (p< 0.005), R1-R2 (p<.01), and a positive diagnosis of peritoneal washing cytology(p<.05). Multivariate analysis indicated that the presence of ascites on MDCT was an independent prognostic factor (hazard ratio[HR]2.6). In conclusion, the presence of ascites on preoperative MDCT is strongly associated with peritoneal metastasis, and might indicate the need for diagnostic laparoscopy to evaluate Stage IV factors and select the best treatment strategy.